40          THE ARMY AND THE IMPERIAL HOUSE    [CHAP.
Ueved the ultimate source of trouble to lie, and he decided to
make Caledonia his objective when he crossed to Britain in 208 to
take command in person. Herodian tells us of bridge-making and
other preparations for the campaign1. That these involved some
preliminary operations in the field can be inferred from the coinage
of this year. There Caracalla still plays the leading role, but in the
issues of 209 Severus himself comes into the foreground2 with the
actual advance into the north. He is said by Dio to have approached
the extremity of the island, which may well mean that he reached
the Moray Firth, but though Dio and Herodian both magnify the
difficulties of the campaign, they have nothing definite to say of
the movements of his army. No trace of them is discernible until
the estuary of the Forth is reached3; there the coin-finds from
Cramond tell unmistakably of activity in the early third century4.
It has therefore been suggested that Severus moved his troops to
the Firth of Forth by sea. Confirmatory evidence comes from the
mouth of the Tyne at South Shields, where it has been found that
the fort which protected the harbour was developed in the reign
of Severus into an important store-base5. Denarii of Severus of
this year figuring Neptune and Triton may refer to the transport
of an army by sea6. We are on surer ground when we turn to the
evidence of Severan coins found in Scotland. Outside Cramond,
, these consist of a few hoards from Fife, Kinross and Kincardine-
shire7. They seem to indicate an advance into the Aberdeen low-
lands from the Firth of Forth. Indeed, they suggest that Severus
may not have followed the route that ran north from Camelon,
but may have crossed the Forth from Cramond into Fife and
Kinross, and joined the Agricolan route about the Tay, or at some
point between there and Camelon, by crossing the Ochils or
rounding their western flank. Whichever route we suppose him
to have followed to the Tay, the view that he transported his
troops by sea to a base on the Forth suits the narrative of Dio, who
1 Cf. the 'Bridge' type on the coinage of 208 (M.-.S. iv, i, p. 120, no*
225, p. 198, no. 786) and 209 (i'i. p. 284, no. 441, where for tr. p. xi
should^be read tr. p. xii). 2 M.-S. iv, i, p. 121, no. 231, p. 198, no. 788.
8 Birrens as art outpost to the Tyne-Solway Wall does not come into the
reckoning in this connection. The same is true of Risingham and High
Rochester, From High Rochester the main land-route northwards ran by
Chew Green, Cappuck and Newstead. The negative evidence of excava-
tion on these sites, especially at Newstead, must be regarded as significant.
4  G. Macdonald, Proc. Soc. Antiq. o* Scotland, LII, 1917-8, pp. 213-6.
5  I. A* Richmond, Arch. AeL 4th ser. xi, 1934, pp. 98-9.
6  M.-S. iv, i, p. 120, nos. 228-9; see Volume of Plates v, 230, c.
7  Macdonald, op. cit. pp. 264-76.